Readers will have noticed that several changes are taking place with regard to the format and content of the European Heart Journal. In future there will be a section which addresses issues relating to the European Society of Cardiology and the European Heart House. The section will be used to bring you information and news regarding the activities of the Society. This is the first of such articles.
The Congress this year in Amsterdam was a great success. The Netherlands Society of Cardiology must be thanked for acting as the hosts and the city of Amsterdam for making us so welcome. Many of you provided helpful comments which will enable us to improve future Congresses. The poster sessions received universal acclaim. Partly that was because posters were positioned correctly in relation to the rest of the activities at the Congress and partly because they were well displayed with plenty of space in a large room. We will make every effort in future to ensure that the posters are a successful and integral part of the Congress.
The Congress attracted wide interest, resulting in many articles both in popular and serious newspapers and also in specialist journals and medical publications. It is essential that at our Congress we address controversial issues in cardiology and debate how innovation in techniques, therapy or ideas should result in alterations to current medical practice. The Congress should and must be a forum for fair and balanced discussions of current controversies. In Amsterdam, there were excellent discussions or debates on the indications for coronary angiography, the merits of calcium antagonists, the use of angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors in the context of acute myocardial infarction and many other topics. The total number of participants in Amsterdam was 16 880. The number of active participants was 12 556. Six thousand one hundred and ninetythree abstracts were submitted and 2101 abstracts were accepted for presentation either as a poster or oral communication.
The Congress is a major occasion during the year when cardiologists and scientists can come together to exchange ideas and new information. There is, however, much more to a Congress. The Board is increasingly aware that the occasion of the Congress is used by many groups to bring together persons with particular interests. For example, the Steering Committees or Investigator Committees of clinical trials often take the opportunity to meet during or after the Congress. Those planning applications to grant-giving bodies may also meet face to face rather than always communicating on the telephone or by fax or e-mail. In addition the Congress is an occasion when senior members of the Society, officers of National Societies and chairmen and nuclei of Working Groups can meet. These activities are to be encouraged. The only concern is that the meetings should not take place during the hours of the Congress because then those involved may not be able to participate in the sessions.
The Board has been aware over the last 2 years of the increasing need to bring together the representatives of National Societies and Working Groups. During the previous year, two meetings were arranged in the European Heart House, one for National Societies and one for the Working Groups. These are likely to become regular events. The Working Groups met in the European Heart House on 1 December 1995 and the Presidents of the National Societies will get together on 9 February 1996.
During the Congress a meeting of the Presidents of the National Societies and chairmen of the Working Groups took place. The issues discussed were the organizational structure of the Society, possible changes to article 19 of the statutes, the role of the Nominating Committee, the selection of nucleus members of Working Groups, the role of Working Groups and National Societies in the organization of the Annual Congress and guidelines on education and training. The members of Working Groups met during the Congress and Chairmen of the Working Groups also had a meeting together. During the open forum of the Society on Tuesday at midday (22 August 1995), proposals to amend articles 6 and 10 were discussed. The financial structure and budget proposals were put to the Society. The editor of the Cardiovascular Research spoke about the future of this new journal now belonging to the Society.
The Annual General Assembly of the Society took place on Wednesday at lunchtime (23 August 1995) . This Assembly has now become a formal occasion for the Society at which important votes are taken. Eighty-two new Fellows of the European Society of Cardiology (FESC) received their diplomas. The Cardiological Society of Albania was elected as a new member of the European Society of Cardiology. The changes to articles 6 and 10 were approved. The change to article 6 allowed the Board to be made up of five councillors, one of whom will be elected as officer in charge of the Working Groups. A second change allowed the editor-in-chief of Cardiovascular Research to be an ex-officio member of the Board. The change to article 10 was made so that no voting board member could hold his/her position for a period of more than 2 years. Re-election to that position is not permitted. Of considerable importance was the acceptance by the Society of the financial report. The Board has appointed Ernst & Young to be the external auditors for the Society. The auditors inspect the books of the Society and write an official report which is used for legal and tax purposes in France. It must be emphasised that Ernst & Young are the external auditors and not the Society's accountants. Five resolutions were passed. These included the approval of the financial accounts for the year ended 31 December 1994, the appointment of Ernst & Young as the external auditors for a period of 6 accounting years and an alteration to our procedures so that the financial year will end on 31 March 1996. These matters are essentially dull administrative issues but it is essential that the financial affairs of the Society are in good order and accord with French law and international practice. The more exciting consequence is that with the success of the Congresses and the completion of the European Heart House, there are monies which are now available for initiatives in research, education, teaching and training. The allocation of the distributable part of the budget was discussed and the Board will be making decisions for 1996 in December.
The next Congress is in Birmingham from 25-29 August 1996. Birmingham is in the heart of England and is the second largest city in the United Kingdom. The facilities are excellent and the surrounding countryside is some of the most beautiful in England. Cardiologists associate mitting abstracts is 14 February 1996. the Society Notices at the back of this Birmingham with William Withering Abstracts should be sent to ECOR at issue. and his description in 1785 of the use the European Heart House. If you of digitalis to treat heart failure. Please wish to obtain abstract forms contact PHILIP A. POOLE-WILSON remember that the final date for sub-ECOR. The address is given on p. ii of President of the ESC Eur Heart J, Vol. 17, January 1996
